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The part of this immense Spanish colony which was
the immediate neighbour of the States was known as
Louisiana. It lay between the Mississippi and the
Rocky Mountains, between Canada and the Gulf of
Mexico, and covered an area of 875,000 square miles,
forming a country greater in size than the whole of the
United States at that time. Now so long as Spain con-
trolled the western land the States had nothing to fear,
but in 1800, Napoleon Bonaparte, then master of France,
forced Spain to make him a present of Louisiana. The
matter was kept secret for some time, but gradually the
news leaked out, and when the States discovered that
France and her fire-eating Emperor were to be their
future neighbours, Jefferson took immediate alarm.

There was cause for alarm, too, for Napoleon was
said to be dreaming of a great colonial empire in
America. Moreover, the free navigation of the Missis-
sippi and the use of the port of New Orleans at its
mouth was absolutely necessary to the American settlers
west of the Allegheny Mountains. Down the river they
carried their produce of sugar, tobacco, cotton and
many other things, and from New Orleans, which the
Spaniards had allowed them to use, they shipped their
merchandise across the oceans of the world. But Napo-
leon might not be so accommodating. He might refiise
to let the Americans use the port of New Orleans, and
so ruin their trade, and in his own mind Jefferson felt
certain that that was what Napoleon intended to do.

What was to be done? If Napoleon sent a French
army to America and closed New Orleans to the Ameri-
cans, there would be danger of war, and war was the